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MR. WtlEAT. Mr.  Speaker,  I  should l ike
to present to this representative body high_
lights of a ceremony conferring distincti,on
upon one of Missouri's foremost veterans
of World War II ,  and an expeft in mil i-
taria, Mr. Joseph Anton Waiters of Intlc-
pendence.

The ceremony was celebrated recently at
the Yachr Cluh in New york City. In the
presence ol 'a number ol dist inguished pre-
lates, publ ic ofÍ ìcials, and business lêad-
ers, Mr, Walters was invested as a Knight
in the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem.
Knights of Malta. The ceremony *as pre-
sided over by his Excellency, Lorenzo
Michel de Valitch, an Apostolic Delegate
Íiom the Vatican, Grand Chancellor ãnd
heir to the r ich tradit ions of this nobte
order. His Excellency, Lorenzo Michel de
Vali tch, is also General Apostol ic Admin-
istrator ol '  the Ecumenical Wtrld patr i-
archate, an Apostolic Church, dedicated
to the reunion of all Christians under mod-
ern principles. Knighthood in the Knights
of Malta is not one of the institutíons
created by a sovereign Pope. It derives
from a genuine usage which unites two
brothers of arms in an indcfatigable bond
of friendship by the exci.qnse of their
blood. Knighthood is not hereditarv. It is
the l ìrst and most last meaning of noUit i ty,
the poorest knight being the equal of a
knight-king.

The Knights of Malta were Íbunc.led in
1040 to protcct pi lgr irns and n.l i rrc ' tants
Íiom brigancls in the Near East. Errtly, in
1048, the Order erected a chapel-J;nta
Maria ad Latinos-and two hospitals ."r a
site close to the Fiui.r Sepulciire. S, e
yeats later the Order founded a hoslr ir.:e
and a cloister for knights and r ol-
diers--thus the narne Hospital ler b:ca lrre

iú lachcd.kr.Malta-Knighthood. ln 1124, Mr.  spcaker,  i t  is  not  <t i l l ìcul t  t 'c ,m-
Álng Baldwin I of Jerusalem recognizec prehend why, through the centuries, totali-
and confirmed the Fraternity of the Hospi- iarian and atheistic-states have been open-
13lJ:r: ur a-military-religious brotherhoód. ly hostile to the tradition of chivàIry,
within a short time, hospices and hospi- ilways by trying to destroy it, or by recasi-
tnls, al l  under the protection of Knrghts of ing i i  in-a iota' l i tar ian inrage. Bit  a sout
Malta, wele erected in Antioch, Acie and ca-nnot be destroyed, nor'"un an ideal
Caesarea. founded upon the pún.ipl", of love and

,Mr. Speaker, the history of the Knights charity be nullitìed.^
of Malta is long and colorful. For rrowlt is The chivalerous ideal was not born sud-
enough to relate that in 1522 Sultant Soli- denly. It came about because Christiauity
m.a1 II besiged the Island of Rhodes and, provided soldier-brothers with its greatesi
with a force of 140,000 and over 400 ves- virtue, charity. To the first ideals õt loyat-
sels, defeated the 5100 Knights of saint tv, generosity and nroderation was ad<Íert
John of Jerusalem. Some escaped to Malta. tÍre most beiutitul imperative of a1-lovet
The order rebuilt itself and continued, by The world, in which getting and spend-
example and expertise, to guide the pace- ing towers above all, dõs not achieve in-
maker nations of christendom, always stãnt comprehension of knighthood's mis-
holding_honor. arrd duty above all. tique. Toã many of the rïninitiated see

- 
In 1530' thror.rgh the intercession of fnights as colleciors of scrolls and medals.

Pope clement vll, the Emperor charles v rhe! understand only fragile vanity whicl
granted the order sovereignty over the is a cheap desire. Not m-any undirstand
Island of Malta. the seriousness of their commitnrents
. 1'oday the Knights of Malta include toward God and christianity.

descendants of the most prominent Living a life of active ãnd protective
Knights and Grand Masters of an earlier love-tÈ-at is what is clemanded Íiom mem-
era' The traditions of the Knights of Malta bers of a chivalrous orcler and tne ditrttul
and the Maltese Cross carry with them the maintainers who rcmain the guarrJians r:f
designation "chevalier de Malte" for the srvord of justice. AII arouníÌ r:s, rve
Joseph Anton Walters. witness attacks on, and n"rr1 rll, wi:;ri !s

Through the centuries, the Order has at- nearest ancl dearêst io us. Mrrtcnliism
tracteci to its ranks some of the most.,,igor- dehuffinizes flnd dr::ei.;,_rrilÌes man, eat-
ous nobles of Christendom. These Knights ing*d1o", hii rpirit iiLe a c:incer.. Rarr-"
shared a very noteworthy historical cuúur- ha"rrcd oi Cor! !:lrlcs irri,l..r the funs,.,Sòf
al ancl spir i tual patr imoriy. They took an rat ional isrn.;, ,r í l i i rn.. Ìdnientl l  intqh#&ti.es
active interest in the affairs of the Holy r,ie ma.icrllffi h-rlucritical wordtÍËi np-
Iìontarr and Byzantirre Ëmpir.es. in adri i  pcascmerrl Í  1
tion 

.tt'.;iicir c3fensl of pilgiirns aní tircir It is therelirre necessarv to note:'th{t the
cltari table worl, .s. Under some cl i  histr;r , , ' , .  . ,  ! i r i ights or 'Malta unctertake as ihçid.rask
ntost ablc leudcrship, Heatínr.u,tcr rr;ry-rgí r ir . . .  11g1;,,r" . , l  nothing lcss than t l f i r . i i t ian
mon<it leFuy,fol instanr:e,and(,odÍì 'et 'rP civi l izat ioh i tse! l ' ,  a Jcdicatir .rr rvhich in,
Bo^tiillon-who conquered ierusallm in v{rives crìurag, ilrcl seìi'-r;;"..iÍ1ce. Accord-
1099-tÍ ie deetls and i ir ' rrrcnce oÈ-thc ingly, rhc Oúer secl, .s cul.  ancl irrvi tes into
Kuiglt ts ot '  M*ltr wi ire er: i ; ;r : !roirs, and i l :  i tp menrber.. ihi ! :  mèn ol 'science u,ho are st i l l
tuentbet's contiirue to J.:!ay' :in ìmpr;1fan{ 1,ÀÉnsible. sofuliers y,ho are still human,
role in ihe stabi l iza-t ion oi the crr i iural and ' .  teacheis u,hsr st i l l  teach, thinkers who have
nt; l i t ical Ì i Íc of nl l  a6te:;,  i rclrrr irnÍ l  ortr oìvn. rror lost their mcntal acuity. i t  invites those


